
MOTIVATE MISSOURI TALKING POINTS
We want Missourians to understand all of their higher education options. There’s value in all forms of 
education and opportunities for meaningful employment at every level. History shows that during 
periods of economic uncertainty, Americans turn to higher education to skill up and compete in a 
competitive job market. Now, more than ever, it’s important that students move forward with their 
postsecondary plans. 

Missouri advocates five pathways to postsecondary success:
• Apprenticeships or work-based learning
• Certificates
• Associate degrees
• Bachelor’s degrees
• Graduate or Professional degrees

While COVID-19 has impacted many students’ enrollment plans this fall, we 
encourage students to press ahead and consider the long-term value of a 
certificate or degree. Rather than taking a gap year or not returning to their 
college campus, we encourage taking a visiting year instead.

• Take 15 credit hours to stay on track to graduate on time.
• Take classes that will transfer to the college or university the student will eventually attend. 
• Use the Course Transfer Tracker to see how credits will transfer from one Missouri institution to  
 another.

It’s not too late to make a decision to go to college, and Journey to College has 
the resources to help:

• Students can use the College & Degree Search tool to find and compare programs and schools.
• Another tool, MoSCORES, provides average earnings and employment rates by program.

We’re providing resources to help students pay for college.
• Students can use the State Financial Aid Portal to find more information about state grants and  
 scholarships.
• We have information and tips about filing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid  (FAFSA). 

What students should consider:
• What health precautions are colleges taking to ensure student safety?
• Have admissions requirements changed because of COVID-19?
• How does taking a semester off or only enrolling part-time affect federal student loans?
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