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The Global Nutrition Report (GNR) is the world’s leading independent 

assessment of the state of global nutrition. It is data-led and produced each year 

to cast a light on where progress has been made and where challenges remain. 

This year’s report shows that current progress on nutrition is woefully 

inadequate. There is an urgent need to step up the fight against poor diets and 

malnutrition to tackle increasing levels of preventable ill health, deaths, and 

damage to the planet. 

Key findings: 

1. To meet global nutrition targets in most countries, we need greatly 

accelerated progress. The world is off track to meet global nutrition 

targets and unacceptable levels of malnutrition persist. Significant 

numbers of children remain malnourished and no country is halting the 

rise in adult obesity, while the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic are 

knocking us further off course. 

2. Our diets have not improved over the last decade and are a major 

threat to our health and the planet. Diets worldwide are far from 

healthy and resulting avoidable deaths have risen by 15% since 2010, 

now accounting for a quarter of all adult deaths annually. Global food 

demand is also creating more than a third (35%) of greenhouse global 

emissions. 

3. The financial costs of addressing poor diets and malnutrition are 

rising while resources are projected to fall, but there are 

opportunities to mobilise more resources. The additional financing 

needed to meet nutrition targets has grown significantly, partly due to 

the impacts of Covid-19. An additional US$10.8billion is needed every 

year from 2022-2030 to meet targets on wasting, stunting, anaemia and 

breastfeeding alone. Private and innovative forms of finance in particular 

hold significant potential, while the effectiveness of existing investments 

can improve. 

4. Nutrition for Growth (N4G) tracking highlights challenges in 

delivering past commitments, measuring progress and enabling 

accountability - this Nutrition Year of Action must be a reset 

moment. While there has been positive progress towards realising N4G 

commitments made in 2013 and 2017, countries are struggling to meet 

financial and impact goals, and measuring progress has been difficult. 

The new Nutrition Accountability Framework created by the GNR has 

been created to facilitate stronger action.  
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Meeting the challenge 

The report aims to inspire governments, donors, civil society organisations, 

businesses and others to act to improve diets and end malnutrition in all its 

forms, and sets out three areas for action: 

1. There needs to be a step change in efforts and financial 

investments to end poor diets and malnutrition, and gain the high 

social and economic returns we know are possible. 

2. Poor diets and malnutrition can and should be addressed 

holistically and sustainably to create a healthy future for all. 

3. Better data, greater accountability and systematic monitoring are 

key to identifying the progress needed and ensuring we stay on 

track. 

To support efforts, the GNR has launched the Nutrition Accountability 

Framework. 

Ahead of the 2021 Nutrition for Growth (N4G) Summit In Tokyo, the GNR 

launched the Nutrition Accountability Framework (NAF) in September after 

being made the official accountability mechanism for N4G commitments in 

2021. It is the world’s first independent and comprehensive platform for 

registering all nutrition commitments and supporting commitment makers to 

ensure they are SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and Time-

bound), to enable effective monitoring of nutrition action. The NAF has been 

endorsed by the government of Japan, the host of the N4G Summit 2021, the 

SUN Movement, the World Health Organization, UNICEF, USAID and many 

others. The deadline to register commitments is the N4G Summit taking place 

on the 7 and 8 December 2021. 

 

About the Global Nutrition Report 

The GNR is a multi-stakeholder initiative consisting of a Stakeholder Group of 

high-level members of government, donor organisations, civil society, 

multilateral organisations and the business sector, and an Independent Expert 

Group of world leading experts in nutrition. It was conceived following the first 

Nutrition for Growth Initiative Summit (N4G) in 2013 as a mechanism for 

tracking the commitments made by 100 stakeholders spanning governments, 

aid donors, civil society, the UN and businesses. Today, the GNR is the world’s 

leading independent assessment of the state of global nutrition. 

https://globalnutritionreport.org/resources/naf/
https://globalnutritionreport.org/about/stakeholder-group/
https://globalnutritionreport.org/about/independent-expert-group/
https://globalnutritionreport.org/about/independent-expert-group/
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About Development Initiatives 

Development Initiatives (DI) applies the power of data and evidence to build 

sustainable solutions that create an equitable and resilient world. As the GNR 

Host, DI supports the Independent Expert Group in developing the report, 

through data analysis, research and coordination functions. It also leads the 

production, communication and dissemination of the report. 

 


