
 
 

Child Passenger Safety: Checking for  

Vehicle Safety Recalls  

 

RECALLS MATTER 

Today, there are approximately 53 million vehicles on the road with open safety recalls. This includes more than 

more than 13.5 million dangerous recalled airbags. When exposed to heat and humidity over time, recalled 

airbags transform from life-saving devices to life-threatening ones. Despite the ongoing news alerts and direct 

communications to customers, many vehicle owners still are unaware that they may be driving a vehicle with a 

dangerous recall. Many are also unaware that all recall repairs are FREE at local dealerships.  

HOW TO HELP CHECK FOR RECALLS 

Like properly using and securing car seats, checking for recalls is another way caregivers can help keep their 

families safe. While you are checking car seat recalls, we need your help to teach caregivers to check for vehicle 

safety recalls – anytime, anywhere.  

 

Encourage caregivers to pull out their phones and do the following: 

• Text RECALL to 99724 (text REVISA to 99724 for Spanish communications) 

• Send a photo of the vehicle license plate. 

-OR- 

• Visit www.CheckToProtect.org  

• Enter their 17-character VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) or License Plate Number 

• The VIN can be located on a sticker on the driver’s side dashboard, inside the driver’s side door, or on 
registration and insurance documents  

 

This resource will let them know if they have any open recalls, not just airbag recalls, and will help them locate 

their nearest dealer to schedule a repair. All repairs are FREE at local dealerships – regardless of whether or not 

they purchased their vehicle there or go to regularly for maintenance.  

 

If they prefer to check for recalls on their own, we encourage you to leave them with a reminder card, which can 

be requested from the Check To Protect Team. We also have informational palm cards that can provide additional 

information for caregivers.  

SPREAD THE WORD 

We have social graphics that you can share on your social network that promote checking for recalls during Child 

Safety Passenger Week and Safety Seat Check Saturday, both in English and Spanish. You can download these and 

other social assets from our online toolkit, thesocialpresskit.com/checktoprotect.  

ABOUT CHECK TO PROTECT 

Check To Protect, led by the National Safety Council, is a coordinated effort to raise awareness about vehicle 

safety recalls that also includes Fiat Chrysler Automobiles, Ford, General Motors, Toyota, Volvo, and other vehicle 

safety advocates. Vehicle owners with airbag recalls or any other safety recall can always get their recalls repaired 

for free at their local dealer. Visit www.CheckToProtect.org for more information.  

For questions or to request resources, please contact Jennifer Booge at Jennifer.Booge@nsc.org.  
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