
 
Femicide survey and audit 
 
There are many good examples of individuals and local organizations that have taken the 
initiative to document cases of femicide to monitor cases and identify trends. If your government 
does not gather data on femicide and/or if your local authorities routinely fail to register cases, 
you might want to consider conducting an informal survey to gather and examine evidence of the 
nature and scope of the problem in your local community and use it to engage in a dialogue with 
your local the authorities. 
 
Information that can be gathered with a survey tool: 
1. Total number of female deaths; direct killings and indirect killings.  
2. Cases registered, investigated, and prosecuted, along with the timeframe 
3. Cases reported and not registered and/or prosecuted 
4. The applicable legal framework  
5. Community response by local law enforcement to avoid repetition of such killings and 

institutional failures 
6. Measures to improve women’s and girls’ safety at home and in public. 
 
In each case: 
1. Profiles of the perpetrator and victim including age, occupation, race, ethnicity, disability of 

any kind and other risk factors 
2. Relationship of the perpetrator to the victim: family member, partner or ex-partner, third 

party - state e.g., police or non state actor e.g., co-worker or client 
3. Nature of the perpetrator’s relationship to the victim 
4. Motivating factors for the killing: (e.g., jealousy, “honor,” property dispute, spurned, etc.)  
5. Place of the killing (e.g, in a home, place of work, in public, etc.) 
6. Complaints made to the authorities for protection and the action taken e.g., a formal 

investigation and prosecution. 
7. The scope of the sentence and whether the convicted killer is out 
8. Have surviving family members faced retaliation and protective measures if any 
9. Attempts by the deceased to report violent incidents that preceded the femicide, specific 

barriers or impediments and the official response 
 

This is not an exhaustive list of questions but just enough to get you started. Refer to the 2021 
Global 16 Days Advocacy Guide: End Femicide, for definitions, the types of femicide 
recognized under international law and other information which can help shape your survey. 

Analyze cases to identify common structural barriers to reporting cases of femicide and 
prevention: identify specific points of failure and non-compliance with the law (e.g., refusal the 
police to register a formal complaint; refusal to issue a restraining order and provide other 
remedies available under existing laws; refusal to conduct a proper risk assessment and failure to 
enforce protective measures). 
 



[Type here] 
 

Identify factors underlying the institutional failures: gender stereotyping, lack of protocols, 
profile of the perpetrator (e.g., the alleged perpetrator is a law enforcement agent, an influential 
member of the community, or has an affiliation with local gangs and organized crime). 
 
 


