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July Fourth Tribute Honors 38 Distinguished Immigrants 

Philanthropic foundation established by Scottish immigrant Andrew Carnegie invites Americans 

to join in tribute to naturalized citizens 

NEW YORK, NY, June 27, 2019––Carnegie Corporation of New York released its annual list of 

Great Immigrants on June 27 in a salute to 38 naturalized citizens who strengthen America’s 

economy, enrich our culture and communities, and invigorate our democracy through their lives, 

their work, and their examples. The philanthropic foundation, its board of trustees and staff, 

invite Americans to help celebrate these distinguished individuals by participating in its online 

tribute titled “Great Immigrants, Great Americans.”   

Every Fourth of July since 2006, the philanthropic foundation has sponsored the public 

awareness initiative to commemorate the legacy of its founder, Scottish immigrant Andrew 

Carnegie, who believed strongly in both immigration and citizenship. Today the Great 

Immigrants tribute is an archive of accomplishment featuring nearly 600 exemplary naturalized 

U.S. citizens. For 2019, the honorees represent 35 countries of origin, a range of personal 

immigration experiences, and high-level leadership in diverse fields, all united through their 

shared experience of becoming Americans. Among the honorees: 

• Darius Adamczyk, who arrived from Poland at age 11 speaking no English and rose to 

become chairman and CEO of Honeywell 

• Angelika Amon, an award-winning biologist whose research on cell division holds the 

potential to yield new therapeutic approaches to fight cancer 

• Andrew and Peggy Cherng, who cofounded the Panda Restaurant Group as a family 

business and grew it into a multibillion-dollar enterprise with 40,000 employees 

• Wilmot Collins, a Liberian refugee who served for two decades in the Naval Reserve 

and worked as a child protection officer before being elected mayor of Helena, Montana 

https://www.carnegie.org/awards/award/great-immigrants/
https://www.carnegie.org/
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• Angus Deaton, a Nobel Prize–winning economist whose work offers insights into 

poverty and health issues, including rising mortality rates among middle-aged white 

Americans due to drugs, alcohol, and suicide 

• Gebisa Ejeta, a World Food Prize–winning geneticist who developed a high-yield, 

drought- and parasite-resistant variety of sorghum that has improved food security for 

hundreds of millions of people in Sub-Saharan Africa 

• Rahul M. Jindal, an organ transplant surgeon at the Uniformed Services University of 

Health Sciences whose humanitarian service has saved countless lives worldwide  

• Dina Katabi, a Syrian-born computer scientist whose efforts to improve the speed, 

reliability, and data security of wireless networks earned her a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 

• Midori, the acclaimed violinist who has served as a global cultural ambassador and 

leading advocate for expanded access to music education in underserved communities 

• Mariano Rivera, the legendary New York Yankees relief pitcher, whose skill on the 

baseball field is matched by his commitment to philanthropic giving 

“As we celebrate these 38 extraordinary individuals, we are reminded of the legacy of our 

founder, Andrew Carnegie, who showed the country how immigrants contribute to the great, 

unfinished story that is America,” said Vartan Gregorian, president of Carnegie Corporation of 

New York. “We are also reminded of Carnegie’s observation that immigrants who become 

citizens are the most patriotic Americans because their citizenship is earned, not bestowed 

upon them. History teaches us that each new generation of immigrants strengthens the vibrant 

diversity of our nation and its democracy, and continuously renews the American dream.”  

Andrew Carnegie was a staunch supporter of immigrant integration, and today the Corporation 

provides grant support for the work of the New Americans Campaign, a nationwide network of 

nonprofit organizations dedicated to helping legal permanent residents apply for citizenship 

under the direction of the Immigrant Legal Resource Center.  

The honorees will be recognized with a full-page public service announcement in the New York 

Times on the Fourth of July. For the first two weeks of July, the Corporation will also celebrate 

their stories and contributions through a social media initiative on Facebook, LinkedIn, and 

Twitter @CarnegieCorp using the hashtags #GreatImmigrants and #ImmigrantStories. As part 

of the campaign, the Corporation will invite the public to share their own immigrant stories, 

whether recent or in the distant past, to connect the experiences of the honorees with the wider 

contributions of immigrants who have shaped the nation’s trajectory.  

 

https://www.newamericanscampaign.org/
https://www.ilrc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CarnegieCorporation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/carnegie-corporation-of-new-york
https://twitter.com/CarnegieCorp?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


July Fourth Tribute Honors 38 Distinguished Immigrants 

 

 

The 2019 Great Immigrants and their countries of origin:  

• Darius Adamczyk Chairman and CEO, Honeywell (Poland) 

• Angelika Amon Cancer researcher and professor, Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology; Vilcek Prize in Biomedical Science and Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences 

(Austria) 

• Julissa Arce Author, social justice advocate, and cofounder, Ascend Educational Fund 

(Mexico) 

• Branka Arsić Professor of English and comparative literature, Columbia University; 

Guggenheim Fellow (Serbia) 

• Richard Blanco U.S. inaugural poet and memoirist (Spain) 

• Wolf Blitzer Lead political anchor and host, The Situation Room, CNN (Germany) 

• Ilia Calderón Cohost, Noticiero Univision and Aquí y Ahora, Univision (Colombia) 

• Andrew Cherng Cofounder, cochair, and co-CEO, Panda Restaurant Group, Inc. 

(China) 

• Peggy Cherng Cofounder, cochair, and co-CEO, Panda Restaurant Group, Inc. 

(Myanmar) 

• Alon Cohen Cofounder and president, Houzz (Israel) 

• Wilmot Collins Mayor, Helena, Montana (Liberia) 

• Maria Cornejo Fashion designer and founder, Zero + Maria Cornejo (Chile) 

• Vilma Daza Community library manager, Corona Branch, Queens Public Library (Peru) 

• Angus Deaton Professor of economics and international affairs emeritus, Princeton 

University; Nobel Prize in Economics (Scotland) 

• Gebisa Ejeta Geneticist, plant breeder, and professor, Purdue University; World Food 

Prize Laureate (Ethiopia) 

• Gustavo García-Siller Archbishop of San Antonio, Texas (Mexico) 

• Theresia Gouw Cofounder, Aspect Ventures (Indonesia)  

• Prabal Gurung Fashion designer and founder, Prabal Gurung (Singapore) 

• Aleksandar Hemon Writer and professor of creative writing, Princeton University; 

MacArthur and Guggenheim Fellow (Bosnia and Herzegovina) 

• Luchita Hurtado Painter; Time 100 for 2019 (Venezuela) 

• Mukhtar M. Ibrahim Founder and executive editor, Sahan Journal (Somalia) 

• Rahul M. Jindal Transplant surgeon and professor, Uniformed Services University of 

Health Sciences (India) 

• Dina Katabi Professor of electrical engineering and computer science, MIT; MacArthur 

Fellow (Syria) 
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• Laila Lalami Writer and professor of creative writing, UC Riverside; American Book 

Award Winner (Morocco) 

• Young Jean Lee Playwright and professor of theater and performance studies, Stanford 

University; Guggenheim Fellow (South Korea) 

• Midori Violinist, educator, and arts advocate (Japan) 

• Debbie Mucarsel-Powell U.S. Congresswoman, Florida, District 26 (Ecuador)  

• M. Rosaria Piomelli Architect and former dean, Spitzer School of Architecture, City 

College of New York (Italy) 

• Tomás Pedro Regalado Director, Office of Cuba Broadcasting; former mayor, Miami, 

Florida (Cuba) 

• Mariano Rivera Hall of Fame baseball player and philanthropist (Panama)  

• Paymon Rouhanifard Former superintendent, Camden City School District, Camden, 

New Jersey; cofounder and CEO, Propel America (Iran) 

• Terence Tao Professor of mathematics, UCLA; MacArthur Fellow and Fields Medalist 

(Australia) 

• Adi Tatarko Cofounder and CEO, Houzz (Israel) 

• Marc Tessier-Lavigne Neuroscientist and president, Stanford University (Canada) 

• Linus Torvalds Creator of Linux and Git; Millennium Technology Prize Winner (Finland) 

• Nari Ward Artist and professor and head of sculpture, Hunter College; Guggenheim 

Fellow and Rome Prize Winner (Jamaica) 

• Leana Wen Physician and president, Planned Parenthood Federation of America 

(China) 

• Nite Yun Chef and restaurateur; Vilcek Prize for Creative Promise in Culinary Arts 

(Cambodia) 

About Carnegie Corporation of New York 

Carnegie Corporation of New York was established in 1911 by Andrew Carnegie to promote the 

advancement and diffusion of knowledge and understanding. In keeping with this mandate, the 

Corporation's work focuses on the issues that Andrew Carnegie considered of paramount 

importance: international peace, education and knowledge, and the strength of our democracy. 

 

 

https://www.carnegie.org/
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