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AVP TAPS TASK FORCE LAB TO LEAD CORONAVIRUS TESTING FOR THE 
2020 AVP CHAMPIONS CUP SERIES 

 
The Association of Volleyball Professionals Partners with Full Service COVID-19 Testing Provider 

to Facilitate and Lead All Testing Procedures for Upcoming Event Series 
 

 
Fountain Valley, Calif. – July, 14, 2020 – Today, the Association of Volleyball Professionals              
(AVP) announced a new partnership with Task Force Lab (TFL), a privately-owned full service,              
concierge COVID-19 testing provider based in Pasadena, Calif. TFL will facilitate the processing of              
hundreds of PCR swab tests on-site in Long Beach, Calif. each week beginning July 13th in an                 
effort to ensure that the competition site stays free of the novel coronavirus.  
 
To provide reliable diagnostic testing, TFL via a CLIA certified and CAP accredited clinical              
laboratory, will process results in around 24 hours allowing the AVP to provide the best possible                
testing protocols to athletes and staff. TFL uses the BGI Americas RT-PCR Kit for detecting               
SARS-CoV-2 as well as MGI Americas viral RNA extraction system, all covered by the US FDA                
emergency use authorization (EUA); combined, this scalable, high-throughput workflow solution          
will enable the AVP and TFL to meet all current and future testing demand. The BGI Americas                 
RT-PCR kit was among the first COVID-19 assays to be authorized by the US FDA, per the FDA’s                  
publicly-accessible website. A licensed registered nurse will be on site to provide swabbing             
services. 
 
In addition to weekly testing, mandatory mask wearing by all non-athletes and sanitization stations,              
the AVP has created a “contact-less” competition that will allow athletes to compete without having               
contact with anyone other than those they are matched against. Designated staff members on              
each court will remove the balls after each play, sanitize them, then replace on a stand. Each                 
athlete will then pick-up their own sanitary ball for each play. There will also be separate sanitary                 
areas designated for teams to use as holding pods that are properly distanced from others.  
 
“Throughout this journey, the health and safety of our athletes and staff has always been our top 
priority. We knew from the onset of the pandemic that things were going to look differently for us in 
2020, but we remained committed to our athletes, fans and the sport of beach volleyball. Our 
dedication to finding a responsible and innovative solution for this year’s season has led us to 
create an entirely new set of safety protocols and wellness measures to ensure we keep our 
competition site coronavirus-free, “ said Donald Sun, owner/CEO, AVP. “Our partnership with TFL 
not only brings to the table experience in COVID-19 testing, but true collaborative partners who 
can facilitate and lead all logistics within a time-frame that allows us the best possible safety 
standards are met in testing.” 
 
“We started TFL to address the overwhelming shortage of COVID-19 testing and help be a positive 
part of the solution to widespread and accessible testing. We are thrilled to partner with the AVP to 
provide a full service, on-site testing solution in an effort towards creating a safe environment for 
AVP pro athletes and their staff,” said Erik Bogaard, co-founder, TFL. “Because of our unique 
approach towards managing lab capacity and not overbooking, combined with our coordination of 
on-site sample collection, TFL is perfectly positioned to provide AVP with the convenience and 
accelerated turnaround time needed to protect their pro sports community.”  
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The 2020 AVP Champions Cup Series kicks-off July 18, 2020 in Long Beach Calif. The three-part                
cup series will replace the 2020 AVP Pro season as restrictions and regulations have banned any                
fan-attended events for the remainder of the summer. Held over the course of three weekends --                
July 18-19, 25-26 and August 1-2, the AVP Champions Cup Series will be an eight-team main                
draw with a 12-team qualification cap. Each event will be run separately with a $200,000 purse                
plus a $100,000 bonus pool up for grabs for the teams with the top finishes. 
 
Amazon Prime Video will offer comprehensive live coverage beginning on July 18th and stream 
matches throughout the entire event series. NBC will present an early round men’s match on July 
18th (2-3 pm PT) and the women’s final on July 19th (1:30-3 pm PT). NBCSN will present one 
finals match in the second and third weekends, respectively, which will also be simulcast on 
Amazon Prime Video. 
 

### 
 
 
About the AVP 
Powered by some of the most dynamic and elite athletes in the world, the Association of Volleyball                 
Professionals is the premier professional beach volleyball organization and longest-running          
domestic beach volleyball tour in the United States. Founded in 1983, the AVP has produced some                
of the world’s most beloved athletes, providing fans with unparalleled access to nail-biting matches              
on the sand. In 1996, beach volleyball became an official sport of the Olympic Games and the AVP                  
proudly serves as the home court for Team USA.  
 
Owned by Donald Sun and headquartered in southern California, the AVP operates a 3-tiered              
development system. AVPFirst, a 501(3)c youth program, is focused on creating healthy lifestyles             
and a lifelong connection to the sport by offering access to all. AVPNext is a developmental circuit                 
providing athletes the opportunity to develop their skills and earn valuable AVP points to climb the                

rankings towards becoming a pro. The decorated AVP Pro tour is the gold standard in beach                
volleyball, with over 100 pro athletes competing for top prize money in front of over 120 million fans                  
worldwide. Additionally, in an effort to grow the sport and celebrate those who love the game, AVP                 
America leads a grassroots movement across the United States to curate thousands of events and               
matches for fans and players. 
 
 
About Task Force Lab 
Task Force Lab (TFL), a full service, concierge COVID-19 testing provider was formed to address 
the shortage of COVID-19 testing in the United States. TFL offers a solution - not just a test - by 
bringing full service, concierge testing on-site to professional sports leagues, senior living facilities, 
schools and businesses. Unlike other labs, TFL does not overbook lab capacity and therefore can 
truly deliver test results within 24-48 hours. TFL is already providing on-site testing across 
California and is rapidly expanding in order to address the urgent need for additional rapid 
COVID-19 testing. 
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