
KEY MESSAGES – 9/11 Day of Service 2021 

Honor. Serve. Unite. 

This September 11, Americans across the nation will mark the 20th anniversary of 

9/11 attacks. To commemorate this occasion, we ask you to honor the victims 

and heroes of that day through acts of service that will recapture the spirit 

of unity that swept the nation in the wake of tragedy 9/11.   

• Two decades ago on September 11th, 2001, many lost their lives. We honor their 

spirit of sacrifice by uniting in service and volunteerism throughout our 

communities. We honor the sacrifices made that day and the sacrifices that 

continue to be made by members of our armed forces and their families.     

• In the aftermath of the tragedy hundreds of AmeriCorps members stepped 

forward to help, offering assistance to the injured, serving as family caseworkers, 

and helping those displaced from Ground Zero find housing and other services. 

For many, their service was a life-changing experience, inspiring them to pursue 

lives of public service.        

• The events of 9/11 and the heroism of our first responders inspired thousands of 

then-teenagers and 20-somethings to give back. Many voluntarily enlisted during 

wartime and knowingly risked their lives to protect our country. Others chose to 

serve their country through AmeriCorps, meeting vital community needs in 

education, health, disaster relief, and other areas.      

• All have upheld the virtues of honor, sacrifice, and selflessness that have always 

been the source of America’s strength. They upheld these virtues through unity 

and service.     

• In the days, weeks, and months following the attacks, thousands of people in the 

United States and other nations spontaneously volunteered to help support the 

rescue and recovery efforts, braving both physical and emotional hardship.    

Americans will unite with widespread compassion to help to heal our nation.      

• On September 11th, and throughout the year, Americans show their true 

patriotism by achieving together what we could never accomplish alone. On 9/11 

Day, we salute those who served our country, and join with them through our 



own acts of service to rekindle the spirit of unity, compassion, and service that 

swept our nation after that tragic day. 

• This year, thousands of Americans of all ages and backgrounds will participate in 
service projects on September 11. Service projects will range from food drives 
and home repairs to neighborhood cleanups and disaster preparation activities. In 

many areas, volunteers will honor veterans, service members, or first responders 

by collecting donations, assembling care packages, and writing thank you letters.

• Hundreds of thousands of brave men and women continue to serve every day, 
having answered the call to duty as members of our nation’s armed forces with 
thousands having given their lives or been injured to defend our nation’s security. 
This day of service also honors their commitment and sacrifices.

• Volunteerism renews and strengthens communities, families, and ourselves. As 
more families are dealing with challenges from the COVID-19 pandemic, it is 
imperative that we don’t turn inward, but instead create common cause. 


